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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

VA TRANSPARENCY & TRUST ACT
OF 2021

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
H.R. 2911 and that the Senate proceed
to its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 2911) to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to submit to Congress a
plan for obligating and expending
Coronavirus pandemic funding made avail-
able to the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and
passed, and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 2911) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

————

ROBERT S. POYDASHEFF VA
CLINIC

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
H.R. 3475, and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3475) to name the Department
of Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Columbus, Georgia, as the
“Robert S. Poydasheff VA Clinic”’.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and
passed, and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3475) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

————

LIEUTENANT COLONEL JOHN W.
MOSLEY VA CLINIC

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
H.R. 4172, and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.
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The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 4172) to name the Department
of Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Aurora, Colorado, as the
“Lieutenant Colonel John W. Mosley VA
Clinic”’.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and
passed, and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4172) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

SECURE EQUIPMENT ACT OF 2021

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, fi-
nally, I ask unanimous consent that
the Senate proceed to the immediate
consideration of H.R. 3919, which was
received from the House and is at the
desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3919) to ensure that the Federal
Communications Commission prohibits au-
thorization of radio frequency devices that
pose a national security risk.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the bill be consid-
ered read three times and passed, and
the motion to be reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with
no intervening action or debate.

The bill (H.R. 3919) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

———

TRIBUTE TO JIM SCHMIDT

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, it is
Thursday afternoon, and it is one of
my favorite times in the Senate be-
cause it is the time I have the oppor-
tunity to come down on the Senate
floor to talk about an Alaskan who is
making a difference in their commu-
nity or the State or maybe the coun-
try, you know, sometimes maybe the
world. And I think we have one today.
This is an individual we call our Alas-
kan of the Week.

I really enjoy doing this. It is just
really a good opportunity to recognize
people who often don’t get a lot of rec-
ognition.

You know, Alaska is known through-
out the world for many things: our
physical beauty, the size of our State,
giant mountains, great fishing, great
place to take a vacation. By the way, if
you are watching at home, come on up
to Alaska. We would love to have you—
summer, winter, it doesn’t matter.

All of these things, of course, about
the State are true, but there are so
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many other great things about our
State. The No. 1 thing is our people:
strong, resilient, kind, tough American
citizens—great people.

Nowhere is this spirit of the people of
Alaska and their patriotism more ap-
parent than in our veterans across the
State.

In Alaska, we have the highest num-
ber of veterans per capita of any State
in America, veterans and their families
everywhere. Everyday heroes, I like to
call them.

It is amazing. In every city, village,
community—it doesn’t matter how big,
how small—you will find proud Amer-
ican veterans, many of them working
tirelessly together to make sure they
help other veterans get the support
that they have earned, the care that
they have earned, and to support their
families.

Today, as our Veterans Day ap-
proaches, I want to highlight one of
these heroes, one of these Alaska vet-
erans whose service is so inspiring that
for those who are watching, I think you
are going to have a hard time actually
believing it is true. This person, our
Alaskan of the Week, is 94-year-old Jim
Schmidt—husband, grandfather, great-
grandfather, combat veteran, Alaskan,
American hero.

Let me tell you about this incredible,
remarkable story, for which somebody
should buy the movie rights right now.

While you are watching, you better
go buy the movie rights of Mr.
Schmidt.

Jim was 14 years old in 1942. Of
course, the United States had already
entered and was fighting in World War
II. It wasn’t going well in 1942, by the
way. He was living with his parents in
the San Francisco Bay area. Jim
slipped out one day to see a movie. It
was called the ‘‘Parachute Battalion.”
That was the name of the movie, star-
ring the beautiful Nancy Kelly. It was
then, watching this movie, right then
and there, he said: I am going to enlist.
I am going to enlist in the Airborne.

Now, he was a big guy, a big young
man—actually, he was a young kid—200
pounds, 6 feet tall. A big kid, as I men-
tioned, but just think, he was 14 years
old. He went to the recruiter and said
he was 18. He looked it.

The Army didn’t ask for IDs back
then, so off he went, assigned to the
504th Infantry Regiment of the world-
famous 82nd Airborne at the tender age
of 14.

His father was also in the Army, sta-
tioned at Fort Campbell, KY. And when
there was a little confusion about
where Jim was, when he didn’t come
home for days and weeks, his mother
assumed he had gone to stay with his
dad. His dad assumed he was still with
his mother. Wires got crossed, and
later his mom got a letter from Cor-
poral Schmidt, CPL Jim Schmidt, who
was now 15. He wrote:

From somewhere in North Africa.

Actually, it was near Tunis, which
had just fallen to the British and Gen-
eral Patton, the American general, in
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